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Collaborative Learning  

Program Faculty 

 

Business Administration  

Professor Paul Gounaris  

Office:  X408; Phone: 598-1332 

Email: paul.gounaris@jwu.edu 

 

Dr. Terry Novak  

Office: White 502; Phone: 598-4750 

Email: terry.novak@jwu.edu 

 

 

Counseling Psychology  

Dr. Allison Kramer  

Office: W538; Phone: 598-1425 

Email: allison.kramer@jwu.edu 

 

Dr. Mare Davis  

Office: W502; Phone: 598-2463 

Email: marilyn.davis@jwu.edu 

 

 

Graphic Design and Digital Media  

 

Professor Ariela McCaffrey  

Office: Yena Center; Phone: 598-1887 

Email: ariela.mccaffrey@jwu.edu 

 

Dr. Eileen Medeiros  

Office: W506; Phone: 598-1474 

Email: eileen.medeiros@jwu.edu 

 

 

Hotel & Lodging Management  

Professor Leslie Kosky 
Office: X291; Phone: 598-2229 
Email: leslie.kosky@jwu.edu 
 

Professor Ela Lozinski  

Office: W508; Phone: 598-1452 

Email: ela.lozinski@jwu.edu 

 

 

“We should teach a thing 

not for its own sake but 

as preparation for what 

lies beyond.” 

 —Mary T. Wales, co-founder,                                                                                        
Johnson & Wales University 

The Collaborative 

Learning 

Program at 

Johnson & Wales 

University 

 

Fashion Merchandising & Retail Marketing  

 

Professor Phyllis Plunkett 

Office:  X 300; Phone: 598-1836 

Email: phyllis.plunkett@jwu.edu 

 

Professor Valerie Balkun (A&S) 

Office: W509; Phone: 598-1491 

Email: valerie.balkun@jwu.edu 

 

 

Sports/Entertainment/Event Management 

 

Professor Kathy Drohan 

Office:  X219; Phone: 598-2472 

Email: kathleen.drohan@jwu.edu 

 

Professor Sue Hirst 

Office: W 512; Phone: 598-1149 

Email: susan.hirst@jwu.edu 

 

 

Travel-Tourism and Hospitality Management 

 

Professor Chris Desessa (HOSP) 

Office: X219; Phone: 598-1290 

Email: cdesessa@jwu.edu 

 

Dr. Mare Davis (A&S) 

Office: W502; Phone: 598-2463 

Email: marilyn.davis@jwu.edu 

 

Library 
 
Ariela McCaffrey 

Office: Yena Center; Phone:  598-1887 

Email: amccaffrey@jwu.edu  

 

 

Community Service –Learning 

 

Deirdre Newbold 

Office: T502; Phone: 598-1262 

Email: dnewbold@jwu.edu 

 

Jennifer Thibodeau 

Office: T502; Phone: 598-1293 

Email: jthibodeau@jwu.edu 

 

 

 

 



Goals of the Collaborative 

Learning Program 

Goal One 

The CLP encourages students from their first day of 

university study to become responsible for their own 

learning while providing them with a supportive 

environment to help them adjust socially and  

academically to life at college.  Individual attention 

from professors is one way the CLP engages students 

and encourages learning.  Team work allows students 

to develop their capacity to care about their own 

learning and the learning of their peers. 

Goal Two 

Linking the English composition courses with the 

students’ introductory major discipline courses, the 

Collaborative Learning Program provides a        

pragmatic approach to learning by combining     

writing, research and communication skills with the 

theory of the students’ major.  The knowledge and 

skills students develop in the CLP become the build-

ing blocks for a solid education and help lead to both 

personal and professional success.   

Mission Statement 

The Collaborative Learning Program at Johnson & 

Wales University provides students with an         

interdisciplinary approach to learning through  

relationships from both inside and outside the univer-

sity. Students experience education and empower-

ment through an integrated learning community. As 

university co-founder Mary T. Wales wrote, “We 

should  teach a thing not for its own sake but as 

preparation  for what lies beyond.” 

Benefits of the Collaborative 

Learning Program 

 

 Promotion of academic achievement, 

student involvement, and intellectual 

development 

 Integration of community service- 

learning within the collaborative   

classes 

 Enhanced research opportunities and 

assistance 

 Access to real-world career            

experiences  

 Membership in a community of   

learners devoted to excellence,      

experimentation,  mutual respect, and 

the constant building of community  

 

The Collaborative Learning Program, or CLP, is 

an exciting first-year learning community at 

Johnson & Wales University.  Select faculty 

members from the College of Arts & Sciences, 

the College of Management, the School of En-

gineering and Design, the University Library, 

and the Feinstein Community Service-Learning 

Center combine expertise to coordinate studies, 

research projects, and field activities for an 

enhanced learning experience and to build com-

munity among students and faculty.  

 

The CLP is offered to a limited number of  

business administration, counseling psychology, 

graphic design and digital media, hotel & lodg-

ing management, fashion merchandising and 

retail marketing, sports/entertainment/event 

management, and travel-tourism and hospitality 

management students who are specially en-

rolled in  the CLP sections by Student Academ-

ic Services. In addition to being supported by 

the College of Arts & Sciences, the College of 

Management, The School of Engineering and 

Design, the University Library, and the  

Feinstein Community Service-Learning Center, 

the CLP enjoys further support from industry 

leaders throughout the State of Rhode Island.   

 

What is the 

Collaborative Learning 

Program? 
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