
Johnson & Wales University
ScholarsArchive@JWU
English Department Faculty Publications &
Research College of Arts & Sciences

11-4-2011

Backwards Planning, Forward Thinking
Valerie Balkun
Johnson & Wales University - Providence, Valerie.Balkun@jwu.edu

Donna Thomsen
Johnson & Wales University - Providence, Donna.Thomsen@jwu.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu/english_fac

Part of the Cultural History Commons, Curriculum and Instruction Commons, European
History Commons, Other Education Commons, Other History Commons, Teacher Education and
Professional Development Commons, and the United States History Commons

This Conference Proceeding is brought to you for free and open access by the College of Arts & Sciences at ScholarsArchive@JWU. It has been
accepted for inclusion in English Department Faculty Publications & Research by an authorized administrator of ScholarsArchive@JWU. For more
information, please contact jcastel@jwu.edu.

Repository Citation
Balkun, Valerie and Thomsen, Donna, "Backwards Planning, Forward Thinking" (2011). English Department Faculty Publications &
Research. 6.
https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu/english_fac/6

https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu/english_fac?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu/english_fac?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu/arts_sciences?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu/english_fac?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/496?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/786?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/492?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/492?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/811?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/508?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/803?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/803?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarsarchive.jwu.edu/english_fac/6?utm_source=scholarsarchive.jwu.edu%2Fenglish_fac%2F6&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:jcastel@jwu.edu


1 

Backwards Planning, Forward 

Thinking 

Valerie Balkun ,Associate 

Professor 

Donna Thomsen, Associate 

Professor and Dept. Chair 

English  Dept. 

November 4, 2011 

TYCA NE Conference 



2 

“I always know where I’m going when I teach because 

I’ve already been there in my planning process”  

       Stacy Irvin  

• With a partner, discuss a favorite lesson…a 

lesson you absolutely love to teach! 

 

• One of  Donna and Val’s favorites: The “Where 

I’m From” poem 

 

• Activity: Fill in the first several lines of the 

poem 
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            Objectives Today: 

 

To understand backwards planning: think 

assessment first 

 

To revisit our own lessons and curriculum for 

better teaching and improved learning 

 

To ensure that our courses are aligned with 

course, department, school, and university 

objectives 
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          Back to the exercise… 

 

Why is it your favorite lesson? 

 

Share your lines from the poem. 

 

What do you see as a benefit to the students 

after writing your own lines from the poem? 
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Backwards Planning: Think Assessment First 

 

 

What do I want them to know? 

 

How will I get them there? 

 

How will I differentiate the instruction  along the 

way? 
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