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ACADEMIC PROCESSION 
Dr. Emilio L. Capomacchio, Commencement Marshal 

Dr. Edward R. Silva, Commencement Marshal 
Dr. Domenic A. Vavala, (>)mmencement Marshal 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Patricia Buntin, M.B.A., Management 

INVOCATION 
(Cantor Robert S. Lieberman, Temple Torat Yisrael, Cranston, Rhode Island 

GREETINGS 
The Honorable Lincoln (]. Almond, (Jovernor, 

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

The Honorable Vincent A. (]ianci, Jr., Mayor, City of Providence 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CLASS OF 1 997 STUDENT ADDRESS 
Dr. Morris J.\V. Gaebe, (Chancellor 

CLASS OF 1 997 STUDENT ADDRESS 
Jasmine C.lark, M.A.T., Food Service Education 

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE CANDIDATES 
Dr. Domenic A. Vavala, Professor Emeritus of Health Sciences & Nutrition 

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES AND 
INTRODUCTION OF THE COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER 

Dr. John A. Vena, University President 

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS 
Lawrence K. Fish. (Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

(Citizens Financial Group, Inc. 

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES 
Dr. (Clifton J. Boyle, Dean of the (iraduate School 

CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES 
Dr. John J. Bowen, President-Providence (Campus 

INDUCTION INTO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
(Christopher D. Donnelly, Class of'80, '91 

PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI AWARD 
Richard A. Tarantino, Jr., Director of Advancement and Alumni Relations 

BENEDICTION 
Cantor Robert S. Lieberman 

ACADEMIC RECESSIONAL 



LAWRENCE K .  F ISH 

Doctor of Business Administration 

Lawrence K. Lish is Chairman, President and C^hief Kxecutive 

Officer of (Citizens Mnancial Group, Inc., a multi-state bank holding 

company headquartered in Providence, R.L Under his leadership. 

Citizens has more than doubled in size to become the third-largest 

commercial banking company in New Kngland and one of the 50 

largest in the United States. 

A 1966 graduate of Drake University, Mr. Fish earned an M.B.A. 

from Harvard. He received Harvard's Frank Knox Scholarship, which 

included graduate study at the London School of Economics. 

.\lr. Fish's banking career began in 1972 at Bank of Boston, 

where he worked for 17 years in various positions in Brazil, Japan, 

Hong Kong, F^ngland and Boston. Before joining (citizens in 1992, 

Mr. F ish led the fight to revive the ailing Bank of New F)ngland. As 

Chairman and CFX), he restored liquidity and held together one of 

the country's largest banking franchises. I'he F'DIC asked Mr. F'ish 

to run the bank under government ownership and assist in its 

ultimate sale. 

Mr. Fish has been a trustee and an executive committee 

member of the New F'ngland Conservatory of Music and Drake 

University for more than 15 years. He also serves on several capital 

campaigns and takes a keen interest in the financial affairs of higher 

education. 

In the community, Mr. Fish has chaired, since its inception, the 

Rhode Island Commission for National and Community Service. He 

is a trustee of the Boston Symphony Orchestra and Beth Israel 

Hospital. He is particularly interested in the issues of urban poverty 

and has volunteered at numerous inner-city organizations. 

Mr, F ish lives in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, with his wife, 

Atsuko, and their three children. 
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BUSINESS EDUCATION 

Andrew Arsenaiilt 
Kathleen Brennan" 
C:iifton J. Boyle" 
James Oeamer" 

Elise (>)iitu 

Lenora D'Aleno 
Donna Ciodinmessier 

Jeffrey Goss 
John H Krom 

Richard R. Lamy° 
Dean F". Lancellotti" 

Emilie Mendillo 
William McCaffrey 
Jessica Mulvena" 

Claire O'Neill 
Jessica Paliimbo 

Amy Pride" 
Adam Spring" 
Miriam Torres 
Jennifer Vorro" 

Anne-Marie Zenni 

FOOD SERVICE EDUCATION 

Victor Arnao 
Kevin P. Brennan 
Jasmine Clarke 
Lynn A. Fusco 

B. David Hemby" 

Sean M. Hubbard 
Linda Kender 

Patricia Knizesky 
John M. Rapoza 

Janet Rouslin 

Beverly L, Sardone 
William A. Lewis 
Kevin J, Thoma" 

Elizabeth A. Whvte 

ACCOUNTING 

Nicola Harper 
Johnny Jackson" 
Mator Kpangbai" 

Yoram Ringer 
Elvis Sena" 
'l ufeng Wei" 
Yang Yazhong 
l.ily Zhang 

. 
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Vupin Tamratnangiil° 
Divesh Taneja° 

Tosapol Tanprascrt 
Kitti Tantichot° 

Luksanavadce Thisanapanyar 
Shanthakumar Thyagarajan 

TieFeng Tian" 

Azian Abdfihani" 
Eileen M. Andradc 
Kanittha Aramthip" 

Bulent Atli° 

Francyne F^. Boxvvill" 
Patricia N. Buntin 
James V. Carroll 
YiWen Chung 

Maureen A. Clifford" 
Sabrina Dvorski° 
Praripach F>amsiri 

Colleen F^arle 
F>ika F;iiasson° 

Anna F'harm" 
Kristin L. Fischer" 
Susan M. Gernt" 
Chronis Griveas" 

Danette L. Hagenbuch 
Michelle Hall" 

Leilani 'Fsung" 
Hans P. VonF^ssen 

Ying Wang 
Wannee Weeratheinchai 

Jocelyn Willis 
Suvvilai Withayawarangkoon 

Oyku Yenidogan" 

MANAGEMENT 

Megan L. Flarvey" 
Barbara Flaydon 

Steven J. Flermosura 
Vikas Jain" 

Kevin L. James" 
Anahita D. Karani" 

Rochelle A. Kirschner 
Chaya Kuankid" 
Tina Lefebvre 

Thanachporn Lerkvikran" 
Zsolt Mandel" 

Shana J. Murrell" 
'Fhanunya Nakbua" 

Deborah S. Nelinson" 
Jennifer S. Nelson 
Vincent Pantow" 
Betsy Petsehing" 
Uma Poositaporn" 

Sirestorn Powboonkerd" 
Nancy N. I'rather-Johnson 

Jie Yin 
Suwimon Yodkacw 

Oscar Zepeda 
Dongyue Zhang 

Xin Zhang" 
Xiangrui Zhao 

Direk Pratoomtong 
Siripen Purksirisombat" 

Busadee Ratanaprechavej 
Bill F. Raymond" 

Saneeya Sakunasing" 
Matthew J. Samel" 

Nina Sirvell" 
Per Skyman" 

Yadirah SotoN'ega 
Samuel A, Spadaveechia 
Patra Suriyapantpong" 

WeiYee Teh" 
Katavut Thumanuknlthon" 

Shirley F2. Tomassi 
'Fracee Ann 'Fomlinson 

Donna A. Valentine" 
Rafael D. Victor 

Leipawan Wongwajarachote" 
Heather A. Winters 

EDUCATIONAL COMPUTING AND TECHNOLOGY LEADERSHIP  

Jose Cisneros 
Nancy dcLisle" 
F>ic Frauvvirth 

Nicola Lamanna 
C;alvin Miller 
Keith Price 
Gina Raheb 
WenYing Ti° 

Donald Silva" 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Dr. Morris J.W. Gacbc, Chancellor and Chairman of the Board 
Dr. John A. Yena, President 

Dr. John J. Bowen, Executive Vice President and President-Providence (^ampus 
Dr. Christopher T. Del Sesto, Senior Vice President and Treasurer 

Dr. Kugene K. Burns, President, EKB Associates 
Louis E;. D'Amico, Vice President and Treasurer, Duro Industries, Inc. 

Dr. David Friedman, President/CEO, PM Industries, Inc. 
Dr. Dana H. Gaebe, Attorney at Law, Gaebe & Kezirian 

Dr. Abraham Goldfarb, President, National Banner C'ompany 
Edward P. Grace, III, President/CEO, Phelps-Grace International, Inc. 

Dr. Scott K. Keefer, Senior Partner, Macktaz, Keefer and Kirby 
Sylvia E. Robinson, Executive Director, American Heart Association's Nation's (Capital Affiliate 

Dr. Patricia R. Roche, Principal, Roche-Rooney Financial Services 
Dr. Guy B. Snowden, Chairman and CEO, GTFX^II Corporation 

Dr. Robert F^. Taylor, Principal, Taylor and Taylor Research, 'Fraining and F^ducational Services 
Dr. John \V. Feets, Chairman and President/C^EO, Fhe Dial Corp 

Dr. Robert J. 'Fingle, Vice President-Investments, 'Fucker Anthony, Inc. 
Dr. 'Ferry Vince, President, Sovereign Hotels 

Mrs. Lola Del Sesto, Honorary 'Frustec 
Dr. William H. Heisler, III, Honorary 'Frustec 

Mrs. H. Clinton Owen, Honorary Frustec 
Dr. Vilma CJ. Triangolo, Honorary 'Frustec 
Dr. Rena G. Froiano, Honorary Frustee 

OFF ICERS OF THE CORPORATION 

Dr. Morris J.W. Gacbc, (Chancellor and Chairman of the Board 
Dr. John .4. Vena, University President 

Dr. John J. Bowen, Executive Vice President and President-Providence (Campus 
Dr. Christopher T. Del Sesto, Senior Vice President, 'Freasurer, and General Counsel 

Dr. Richard J. Kosh, Senior Vice President, Academic Affairs, and Vice President, Florida (Campus 
Manuel Pimentel, Jr., Senior Vice President, University Relations 

Kenneth R. Levy, Senior Vice President, External Affairs 
Vincent F. Saeic, Senior \'ice President, Alliances and Philanthropy 

'Fhomas L.CJ. Dwyer, Vice President, Operations, and Assistant 'Freasurer 
Merlin A. DeConti, Jr., Vice President, Facilities Management 
William F. McArdle, Vice President, Student Financial Services 

Dr. Donald G. McfJregor, Vice President, Administration and Planning, and F"lorida Campus President 
Irving Schneider, Vice President, Academic Affairs 

'Fhomas L. Wright, Vice President, (Culinary Education 
Joseph J. Murgo, Vice President, Advancement, and Assistant to the (Chancellor 

Mark Burke, Vice President, Student Affairs 
Robin Krakowsky, Vice President, Finance 

Donna J. Yena, Vice President, (Career Development 
Dr. Barbara L. Bennett, Associate (ieneral Counsel and Corporate Secretary 

Walter (C. Anhalt, Vice President Emeritus 
Dr. Rena (!. 'Froiano. University Corporate Secretary Emcrita 
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