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ACADEMIC PROCESSION

Dr. Emilio L. Capomacchio, Commencement Marshal
Dr. Edward R. Silva, Commencement Marshal
Dr. Domenic A. Vavala, Commencement Marshal

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Patricia Buntin, M.B.A., Management

INVOCATION
Cantor Robert S. Lieberman, Temple Torat Yisracl, Cranston, Rhode Island

GREETINGS

The Honorable Lincoln C. Almond, Governor,
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

The Honorable Vincent A. Cianci, Jr., Mavor, City of Providence

INTRODUCTION OF THE CLASS OF 1997 STUDENT ADDRESS
Dr. Morris J.W. Gaebe, Chancellor

CLASS OF 1997 STUDENT ADDRESS
Jasmine Clark, M.A.'T., Food Service Education

PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE CANDIDATES
Dr. Domenic A. Vavala, Professor Emeritus of Health Sciences & Nutrition

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES AND
INTRODUCTION OF THE COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
Dr. John A. Yena, University President

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
l.awrence K. Fish, Chairman, President and Chief Exccutive Officer,
Citizens Financial Group, Inc.

PRESENTATION OF GRADUATE DEGREE CANDIDATES
Dr. Clifton ). Boyle, Dean of the Graduate School

CONFERRING OF GRADUATE DEGREES
Dr. John ]. Bowen, President—Providence Campus

INDUCTION INTO THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Christopher D. Donnelly, Class of "80, "91

PRESENTATION OF ALUMNI AWARD
Richard A. Tarantino, Jr., Director of Advancement and Alumni Relacions

BENEDICTION
Cantor Robert S. Licberman

ACADEMIC RECESSIONAL
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LAWRENCE K. FISH

Doctor of Business Administration

I.awrence K. Fish is Chairman, President and Chief Executive
Officer of Citizens Financial Group, Inc., a mult-state bank holding
company headquartered in Providence, R.1. Under his leadership,
Citizens has more than doubled in size to become the third-largest
commercial banking company in New England and one of the 50
largest in the United States.

A 1966 graduate of Drake University, Mr. Fish carned an NLB.A.
from Harvard. He received Harvard’s Frank Knox Scholarship, which
included graduate study at the London School of Economics.

Mr. Fish’s banking career began in 1972 at Bank of Boston,
where he worked for 17 years in various positions in Brazil, Japan,
Hong Kong, England and Boston. Before joining Citizens in 1992,
Mr. Fish led che fight to revive the ailing Bank of New England. As
Chairman and CEQ, he restored liquidity and held together one of
the country’s largest banking franchises. The FDIC asked Mr. Fish
to run the bank under government ownership and assist in its
ultimate sale.

Mr. Fish has been a trustee and an executive commirttee
member of the New England Conservatory of Music and Drake
University for more than 15 years. He also serves on several capital
campaigns and takes a keen interest in the financial affairs of higher
education.

In the community, Mr. Fish has chaired, since its inception, the
Rhode Island Commission for National and Community Service. He
is a trustee of the Boston Symphony Orchestra and Beth Israel
Hospital. He is particularly interested in the issues of urban poverty
and has volunteered at numerous inner-city organizations.

Mr. Fish lives in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, with his wife,

Atsuko, and their three children.
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AJIT B. KERKAR

Dactor of Business Ndministration
in Hospitality Management

Ajit B. Kerkar is Chairman and Managing Director of The T'aj
Group of Hotels, headquartered in Bombay, India. Under Mr.
Kerkar's skilled leadership, The Taj Group has grown into the
largest and most diversified hotel chain in India,

Mr. Kerkar was born and educated in India, and later studied
Hotel Management and Catering ‘Technology at Buattersed
College in the United Kingdom. He took his first foodservice job
in 1938, working for the J. Lyons Group in the U.K. He ulti-
mately rose to the position of Group Manager, and became
involved in food distribution, logistics and planning.

He returned to India in 1961 to take the position of Catering
Manager for ‘The "T'aj Mahal Hotel in Bombav. During chis period,
the ?._:::3:: of The ._.;.‘ Mahal Hotel was established as one of
the greatest hotels in the world. In 1970, Mr. Kerkar was ap-
pointed the first professional Managing Director of "T'he Indian
Hotels Company Limited (IHCL.), the parent compuany of The
"Iaj Mahal Hotel. Thus began the company’s growth from a single
unit operation into what is known today as the Taj Group of
Hotels.

Mr. Kerkar's accomplishments have also earned him
appointment to the Board of Tata Sons Limited, the apex
company of the Tara Group, ot which [THCL is a member.

An active participant in many civic and hospitality organiza-
tions, Mr. Kerkar is credited with setting up the Indian insticte
of Hotel Management in Aurangabad. He was also appointed a
member of the National Committee on 'T'ourism, which provided
recommendations to the government of India on revitalization of

the tourism industry.
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Andrew Arsenault
Kathleen Brennan®
Clifton J. Boyle®
James Creamer®
Elise Coutu
I.enora [D’Aleno
Donna Godinmessier

Victor Arnao
Kevin . Brennan
Jasmine Clarke
I.ynn A. Fusco
B. David Hemby®
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BUSINESS EDUCATION

Jeffrey Goss
John E. Krom
Richard R. Lamy®
Dean F. Lancellotti®
Emilie Mendillo
William McCaffrey
Jessica Mulvena®

Claire O’Neill
Jessica Palumbo
Amy Pride®
Adam Spring®
Miriam Torres
Jennifer Vorro®
Anne-Marie Zenni

FOOD SERVICE EDUCATION

Sean M. Hubbard
Linda Kender
Patricia Knizesky
John M. Rapoza
Janet Rouslin

Beverly L. Sardone
William A. Lewis
Kevin J. T"homa®

Elizabeth A. Whyte
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ACCOUNTING

Nicola Harper
Johnny Jackson®
Mator Kpangbai®

Yoram Ringer

Elvis Sena®
Yufeng Wei®
Yang Yazhong

Lily Zhang



HOSPITALITY ADMINISTRATION

Nivi Abraham
Vandan Agarwal®
Saisiri AmsumArnk
Sasiwimol Anuson
Jie Bai®
Alicia M. Borrelli
Wen Cai ©
Priscila Castillo®
Jitti Chaithiraphant®
Shu-Hsia Chen®
YueYi Chen
JungHee Chor®
ChienLin Chou®

Penporn Choycharnchaikul®

Patricia Clift®
Scott Fain®
Jimmy S. Gan®
(lristiane Hadba®
Kelly S. Hall®
L.aural.ee Hensle”

Wael M. Hilmi®
AMyung-Ju Hwang
Jun Kagawa®
Sarabjit S. Kandhari
Erhan Kurdoglu®
Michelle J. Lallier
Xue Lt
I'eng-Hong Lin
Chao Yuan Liu®
HongBing Liu
Brian ]. Mauro
Martthew G, McQuillen
Michaei J. Mota®
Christine Nation
Narisara Paoln®
HeungSup Park
Kae Park®
Hsiu-Chen Peng
Doungkae Rungsuwin
Anthony Sabino®

Melissa R. Sallah
\'oravarn Samkasat”
Rita Sari®
Marak Setiadi®
Prasanjit Singh®
Yuppuree Sirivitchpan®
XiaoJun Song®
Rahul Sood
Michelle Staebler
Nilsa Tossas®
ShengMin "I'sui®
Kwanjit Tubtieng'
Pataraporn Waimalcongorallk
Chuan Wang
RueyJiun Wang®
HongBin Wei®
Hsingl.ung Wu®
Kaweewut Wuttiwipoo®
SangSeok Yoon®
Huiling Zhang

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS

Denise Aguiar
Anees AlSadar
Halil Altintas®
Atiwat Ampatemee
Eduardo Anleu®
Gaurav Arora

Suvimon Assavavongvaikit®

Serkan Asutay®
Gajender Bansal®
Helena Bonaparte
Rohere P. Brown
Burin Buntavong®
Julio Caballero®
YiYin Chang
Lail.ing Choi
Prathan Choomsuwan
ChyeHup Chua®
Chantrangsu Chuaviroj
Linda Curtis
Kamil Dalgic®
Garth Darmali®
Indranil Dey®
Jittima Donkhumnerd
Joseph Doyle
Yaniporn Duangdee
Marc Dubois®
Sandra Dudley
Huascar Fernandez®
Alicia Fontes

Amit Garg®
Michail Giorntamilakis
Jun Gorto®
Paula Goulet
Charlene Gumbs®
Amar Habibullah®
Pacdi Hall
Kevin Hsu
Xiuling Hu
Nartachon Kanchanaporn®
Sinem Kantarci®
Vahir Karhan®
Timothy R. Kingzetr
Faith A. Kinsley
Pichai Kosalpraphai
Chetan Kothan”
Ching Lam®
Mven Ho Lee
Suphap Leelal'Domworakul
Judith Levros
Timothy J. Lorenz
Lucien LouisJean®
Jvh-Yuan Luo”
Partricia L.vons®
John F. McPartlan
Mariella Meneses
George T Merritt
Charis Michaei®
Menelaos Miliotis

Gregg P. Miller®
Aleksandar Mitrovic®
Carlos Montova
Ilse Moore
Cynthia Nickerson
Bridget Nieuwsma®
Pamela Ohern
Lisa Ouellette
Paul M. Page®
Bovonrath Pipatchalalai
Chatchaya Ractanavorapongse®
L.inda H. Rikhardsdottir
Juliette Robnolt”
Johann Rousseau
Jarunee Rungphewvitavadee
Wetisa Salvajivin®
Warin Sathirakorn®
Ernc Saunders
Gulbahar Sevhan®
Stefania Sigfusdotrir
Avinash Singh
Somchanok Singhamongkolkhe
Nartasit Sombatpunit®
Jundong Song
l.akkitra Sphabmixay®
Pornpaka Srisongkram
Audchara Sungtarvorn
Pradipat Suwattee”
Srisuda Suwichayavon




Yupin Tamratnangul®

Divesh Taneja®
Tosapol Tanprasert
Kita Tantichot®

Luksanavadee Thisanapanyar
Shanthakumar Thyagarajan

TieFeng Than®

Azian AbdGhani®
Eilcen M. Andrade
Kanittha Aramthip®

Bulent Acli®
Francyne E. Boxwill®
Patricia N. Buntin
James V. Carroll
YiWen Chung
Maureen A. Clifford®

Sabrina Dvorski®
Praripach Eamsiri

Colleen Earle

Erika Eliasson®

Anna Fharm®

Kristin L. Fischer®
Susan M. Gernt®
Chronis Griveas®
Danette L. Hagenbuch
Michelle Hall®

Leilani T'sung®
Hans P. VonEssen
Ying Wang
Wannee Weeratheinchai
Jocelyn Willis
Suwilai Withayawarangkoon
Ovku Yenidogan®

MANAGEMENT

Megan L. Harvey®
Barbara Haydon
Steven J. Hermosura
Vikas Jain®
Kevin L.. James®
Anahita DD. Karant®
Rochelle A. Kirschner
Chava Kuankid®
Tina Lefebvre
Thanachporn Lerkvikran®
Zsolt Mandel®
Shana J. Murrell®
I'hanunya Nakbua®
Deborah S. Nelinson®
Jennifer S. Nelson
Vincent Pantow®
Betsy Petsching?
Uma Poositaporn®
Sirestorn Powboonkerd®

Nancy N. Prather-Johnson

Jie Yin
Suwimon Yodkaew
Oscar Zepeda
Dongyue Zhang
Xin Zhang®
Xiangrui Zhao

Direk Pratcoomtong
Siripen Purksirisombat®
Busadee Ratanaprechave)
Bill F. Raymond®
Saneeya Sakunasing®
Macthew J. Samel®
Nina Sirvell®
Per Skyman®
Yadirah SotoVega
Samuel A, Spadavecchia
Patra Suriyapantpong®
WeiYee Teh®
Katavut ‘Thumanukuithon®
Shirley E. Tomassi
T'racee Ann Tomlinson
Donna A. Valentine®
Rafael D. Victor
Leipawan Wongwajarachote®
Heather A. Winters

A ////-)/r'/' // Eetoveantvon f/ry/vv* A ﬁ/v'y//'/w/)

EDUCATIONAL COMPUTING AND TECHNOLOGY LEADERSHIP

Jose Cisncros
Nancy del.isle®
Eric Frauwirch

Nicola [.amanna

Calvin Miller

Keith Price

Gina Raheb
WenYing Ti°
Donald Silva®
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ACCOUNTING
(ienk Semseddin
Diana S. Smith
Debbie Xie
Jie Zhang
Yanhong Zhu

Xi Hu
Michael NMeNamara®
Alisan 19, Nicholas
John K. Nickerson
Paula M. Sterlacel

Karim Bad;
Wagih Barsoum
William Costantino
Deston FFrancis
Ying-feng Guan

COMPUTER EDUCATION

Darlene Flercher
Boiivar Rubiano

HOSPITALITY ADMINISTRATION
FaizUr Rehman®
I2lizabeth Ryan
Xiao Jun Song”

(Chal "I’ hangsumphant
Chunkang T'sang
KoHsing Tu
Supranece Udompol
Pataraporn Waimaleongoraklk
Pongehit Wongkusolkit

ShaoChuun Kung
Chatchawan KosonudomKkul
Yunhee Lee
Charles {.indo
Muria Martin
Pimporn Muangman
Narisara Paoln®

Umang Partel

Supaporn Prasongthan

Poramate Boonnumsirikij
Attapoi Charoenpitaks®
HsiuYu Chiang
Daniel Gaudreau
[.inda (Goodman
Hildred Henry
Michael S. Herlihy
Sowon Kim

Kristina Knowles®

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Patricia Geary
Sara Oliveira

MANAGERIAL TECHNOLOGY
Man'l'ing Kwan
Rita E. Mulligan
Wallace Pariseau
Krisanaphol Phongaksorn
[’"domsak Rittichaikul
Elaine Souza
Katathep Surakkhaka

L.isa Tarantino
Steven N, Thomas”
Ronald V. Tomasian
F.kgnarong Vorasiha

Darlene Wallace

Tanaya Walters

Ronald J. Bachman
Natiya Chongvatana®
Michael Correia
Guangyu Du
Fred Frizzle
Roman Kanittanon

Donna Krug

° Post-May Graduates

Diplomas will be awarded upon completion of all University requirements.

9
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dr. Morris J.W. Gaebe, Chancellor and Chairman of the Board
Dr. John A. Yena, President
Dr. John J. Bowen, Executive Vice President and President—Providence Campus
Dr. Christopher T. Del Sesto, Senior Vice President and Treasurer
Dr. Eugene K. Burns, President, EKB Associates
Louis E. D’Amico, Vice President and Treasurer, Duro Industries, Inc.
Dr. David Friedman, President/CEQO, PM Industries, Inc.
Dr. Dana H. Gaebe, Attorney at Law, Gaebe & Kezirian
Dr. Abraham Goldfarb. President, National Banner Company
Edward P. Grace, 111, President/CEO, Phelps-Grace International, Inc.
Dr. Scott K. Keefer, Senior Partner, Macktaz, Keefer and Kirby
Sylvia E. Robinson, Executive Director, American Heart Association’s Nation’s Capital Affiliate
Dr. Patricia R. Roche, Principal, Roche-Rooney Financial Services
Dr. Guy B. Snowden, Chairman and CEO, GTECIH Corporation
Dr. Robert E. 'Taylor, Principal, Taylor and Taylor Research, Training and Educational Services

Dr. John W. Teets, Chairman and President/CEQO, The Dial Corp

Dr. Robert J. Tingle, Vice President—Investments, Tucker Anthony, Inc.
Dr. Terry Vince, President, Sovereign Hotels
Mrs. Lola Del Sesto, Honorary T'rustee
Dr. William H. Heisler, 111, Honorary Trustee
Msrs. H. Clinton Owen, Honorary Trustec
Dr. Vilma G. Triangolo, Honorary ‘T'rustee
Dr. Rena G. Troiano, Honorary T'rustee

OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATION

Dr. Morris J.W. Gacbe, Chancellor and Chairman of the Board
Dr. John A. Yena, University President
Dr. John J. Bowen, Executive Vice President and President-Providence Campus
Dr. Christopher T. Del Sesto, Sentor Vice President, Treasurer, and General Counsel
Dr. Richard J. Kosh, Scnior Vice President, Academic Affairs, and Vice President, Florida Campus
Manuel Pimentel. Jr., Senior Vice President, University Relations
Kenneth R. Levy, Senior Vice President, External Affairs
Vincent F. Sacle, Senior Vice President, Alliances and Philanthropy
Thomas L..G. Dwyer, Vice President, Operations, and Assistant Treasurer
Merlin A. DeConti, Jr., Vice President, Facilities Management
William F. McArdle, Vice President, Student Financial Services
Dr. Donald G. McGregor, Vice President, Administration and Planning, and Florida Campus President
Irving Schneider, Vice President, Academic Affairs
‘Thomas L.. Wright, Vice President, Culinary Education
Joseph J. Murgo, Vice President, Advancement, and Assistant to the Chancellor
Mark Burke, Vice President, Student Affairs
Robin Krakowsky, Vice President, Finance
Donna J. Yena, Vice President, Career Development
Dr. Barbara L.. Bennett, Associate General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Walter C. Anhalt, Vice President Emeritus

Dr. Rena G. Troiano, University Corporate Secretary Emerita

10



MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATION

Dr. Wally Amos
Walter C. Anhale
Dr. Ted J. Balestren
Dr. Barbara 1.. Bennert
Anthony N. Bruneru, 11
James DArezzo
Merlin A. DeClonti, Jr.
Alexander A, DiMartino
Thomas . Dimeo
Thomas L..G. Dwver
Socrates 7. Inonog
Dr. Walter J. James
Dr. Richard J. Kosh
Dr. Steven R. Leipsner
Kenneth R. Levy
William F. McArdle
Dr. Donald G. MeGregor
Dr. William F. M¢Laughlin
Col. John F. NleNuley, Jr.
Dr. Kathryn G, Owen
Manuel Pimentel, Jr.
Dr. Arthur S. Robbins
George M, Sage
Dr. Barry M. Smith
and the Members of the Board of Trustees
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